English I Honors
“A Raisin in the Sun” Character Analysis

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis.

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text.

Purpose: While there are few characters in Hansberry’s play, each is complex in personality.  Each contributes to the advancement of the overall theme in some given capacity.  This interactive activity will deepen your comprehension of each character, as crafted by our playwright.

Task Day One: 
Students will be divided into teams of 3-4 and assigned a specific character from the play.

Using scratch paper first, students will draft their “Character Corpse.”

Specific to each character, students will then label:

· His/Her dream inside the heart

· His/Her value/level of education inside of the head

· His/Her greatest flaw (or antagonist) as a “scar” on his/her body

· Him/Her holding a chosen “symbol” representing his/her identity in his/her hand

(be prepared to justify chosen symbol)

· A poignant quote he/she said (cited) from his/her mouth

· A defining/relevant stage direction (paraphrased) upon his/her feet

· A background color (or colors?) representing his/her emotions
Task Day Two:

Transfer drafted analysis to full-size sheet paper & hang for display.
Task Day Three:

Brief team presentations & Timed Write (30 minutes)
